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Focus of Learning 
Walk 

Collective Worship led by headteacher, Mrs J Dalgleish, for the whole school 
and Religious Education delivery by Mrs S Dinwoodie to Class 2 (years 1 and 
2) 

 
 
 

Relevant 
information read 
prior to Learning 
Walk 

Collective Worship Policy and Religious Education Policy along with 
Governor Learning Walk guidance. 
 
 
 

Background Crosby-on-Eden School is a Church of England school and has a strong 
emphasis on embedding Christian values within the school ethos.  With a 
view to a likely upcoming SIAMS inspection it was considered sensible to 
have a Governor Learning Walk at this time to review both aspects referred 
to above. 
 
 

Method Religious Education – viewing lesson in Class 2 led by Mrs Dinwoodie.  Focus 
of the lesson was the pilgrimage to Mecca. Also reviewing some of the 
children’s books during the lesson to look at previous work on this topic and 
others.  Reading the RE curriculum folder and considering the Action Plan, 
Cumbria Agreed Syllabus, monitoring and training documents.  Also 
documents in relation to previous SIAMS inspections. 
 
Collective Worship – observing a whole school collective worship led by Mrs 
Dalgleish. 
 

Observations RE Lesson - The lesson on the Hajj was interactive and varied. The learning 
was started by a summary of what the children had already learnt about 
Islam including fasting during Ramadan and the 5 Pillars of Islam.  A video 
was then used to illustrate the Hajj with Mrs Dinwoodie pausing and asking 
questions of the class at various stages and referencing aspects of the video 
that the children had already learnt in previous lessons.  The children 
showed real enthusiasm for the subject and were keen to volunteer 
information that they had learnt previously.  The children knew that 
Muslims turn to Mecca to pray and learnt that Muslims in Mecca turn 
towards the Great Mosque.  Following the video there was some further 
discussion and the children were then set to exercises in their books to write 
answers to some questions about the Hajj.  Discussions with children about 
the questions and their answers and discussion about why the Hajj felt so 



special to Muslims.  Differentiation of writing tasks between Year 1 and Year 
2 as appropriate with Mrs Dinwoodie moving around the room discussing 
the various questions and activities with the children. 
 
Collective Worship – interactive teaching on the story of the Good 
Samaritan with the children playing the part of the crowd hearing Jesus tell 
the story.  Various questions to the children throughout the story kept them 
engaged.  Children entered with music playing and joined in with “One more 
step along the world I go” largely without being asked and with enthusiasm.  
The School Ethos Group stood at the front to help introduce the theme of 
“compassion.”  Interesting discussion about who your neighbours are, that 
they can be people next door, friends or people you sit next to.  In telling 
the story there was then discussion about what it meant to be a “good 
neighbour” with lots of thought provoking questions to the whole school.  
Children remained engaged and enthusiastic throughout, demonstrating 
that Collective Worship for them was an enjoyable and interesting aspect of 
the school day. 
 

Link to School 
Development Plan 

Relevant Strategic Intentions in School Development Plan: 
3. To develop further as a church school; 
4. To further develop to curriculum in foundation subjects and science 
across school to better meet the needs of our children, including leadership. 
 
3 – particularly relevant to embedding School Counsel and Ethos Group as 
witnessed at Collective Worship.  Also to reviewing Collective Worship and 
embed the same led by children. 
 
4 – improve RE long term plan 
 
 

Conclusion Both aspects observed successfully fulfilled aspects of the curriculum and 
the School’s policies.  The lesson achieved the following aspects of the 
Rationale and Aims of the RE policy: 
 

1. Developed children’s knowledge of the other principal religions 
2. Teaching pupils to develop respect for others 
3. Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery by looking at the vast 

size of the pilgrimage, the fact that it is attending by people from all 
over the world and of all ages etc 

 
The Collective Worship achieved the following aspect of the Rationale and 
Aims of the RE policy: 
 

1. Provoking challenging issues about right and wrong, what it means 
to be human etc 

2. Developed pupils understanding of Christian religion and values, in 
particular “compassion” 

3. Teaching respect for others by way of the Good Samaritan story 
 
It was clear from both the lesson observation and the collective worship 
that Religious Education and the Christian ethos and foundation of the 



school are not just an “add-on” to pay lip service to.  The school embraces 
its religious character and considers collective worship to be an integral part 
of what the school is about and what everyone in the school represents.  
There was a real enthusiasm on the part of both teachers and children and 
enjoyment in what was being done. 

Recommendations Ensure that the Ethos Group is fully integrated in the SDP and its function 
and purpose documented.  It seems to me to be an excellent way of 
engaging the older children in leading the school in relation to its Christian 
ethos and values. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


